Role of vasoactive mediators in primary and secondary pulmonary hypertension.
The role of vasoactive mediators, such as endothelin-1, nitric oxide, prostacyclin, and thromboxane, in pulmonary hypertension remains undefined. This study investigated the circulating levels and transpulmonary gradients of these vasoactive mediators in patients with primary and secondary pulmonary hypertension to define whether there is increased production or decreased clearance of these substances in the lung vasculature.